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This book is Volume 212 in the Developments in
Cardiovascular Medicine series. Editors Nienaber and 
Fattori have each authored a chapter and have invited five 
other international uthorities to contribute the remaining 
chapters of this volume. As in any multiauthored text, there 
is considerable variation in the quality and thoroughness of
each of the chapters. Most of the authors are from Europe 
and are not native English speakers. Awkwardness with lan- 
guage, though distracting, does not often interfere with 
understanding the concepts reader discussion. While the edi- 
tors have obviously strived to maintain uniformity of pre- 
sentation, this goal was not frequently achieved. Many of the 
chapters lack a discussion of the therapeutic options. The 
majority of the chapters concerned the thoracic rather than 
the abdominal aorta. Particularly strong chapters are those 
on aortic dissection and aortic trauma. The chapter on 
inflammatory diseases of the aorta has an excellent and 
through discussion of Takayasu's disease but has only a few 
comments about other inflammatory diseases involving the 
aorta and virtually no discussion of infections involving the 
aortic wall. The chapter on congenital vascular malforma- 
tions and anomalies presents athorough and erudite discus- 
sion of congenital aortic arch abnormalities but virtually no 
information regarding the treatment of these conditions. 
The quality of the illustrations varies remarkably from 
very clear precise r production to illustrations that appear 
to have been produced from an obsolete dot matrix print- 
er. One uniform strength of the volume is the complete 
reference list at the end of each chapter. References are 
both comprehensive and unusually current. 
This is an excellent volume to find information about 
aortic pathology, particularly of the thoracic aorta. It also 
has a good discussion of modern diagnostic techniques, 
but the coverage of therapeutic options, surgical proce- 
dures, and outcomes is scanty at best. I f  the question 
whose answer is being sought is of a surgical nature, the 
reader would be advised to look elsewhere. This volume 
will be of most value to cardiologists, interventionalists, 
and pathologists rather than surgeons. 
Richard McCann, MD 
Duke University Medical School 
Durham, NC 
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Transmembrane signaling protocols 
Dafila Bar-Sagi; Totowa; 1998; Humana; 328 pages; 
$64.50. 
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I am continually impressed with the Methods in 
Molecular Biology series, and volume 84 in this series, 
Transmembrane signaling protocols, is no exception. This 
book is an excellent collection of protocols for researchers 
in the ever-expanding field of signal transduction and pro- 
tein biochemistry. It is one of the most complete and well- 
organized books and provides both background informa- 
tion and detailed experimental protocols for studying sig- 
nal transduction. 
The first part of this book is a series of chapters that 
give excellent overviews on three critical areas important 
for understanding protein-protein i teraction in signal 
transduction. Even after working in this field for many 
years, I found these overview chapters ome of the best 
reviews of peptide recognition, protein interactions, and 
receptor-mediated transmembrane signaling. These chap- 
ters are detailed and provide a basis for the subsequent 
chapters that describe protocols for studying these events. 
The second part of this book is divided into specific 
topics for the study of signal transduction and transmem- 
brane signaling. Examples of these topics include the use 
of antisense technology for studying transmembrane sig- 
naling, the use of single-cell assays to study signal trans- 
duction pathways, and the methods for analysis of protein- 
protein interactions. Each of these topics then contain sev- 
eral detailed chapters that begin with an introduction to 
further enhance understanding of the basis for that partic- 
ular protocol. The protocols that follow in each chapter 
are detailed and often contain diagrams, graphs, or pho- 
tographs to further understanding ofhow to perform that 
particular experiment. 
Transmembrane signaling is an area that underlies 
many fields in biology and medicine. Its underlying basis, 
that of protein-protein teraction of ligands binding to 
receptors and the subsequent initiation of signal transduc- 
tion events that produces a cellular esponse, is an impor- 
tant molecular event o understand. This book is a practi- 
cal resource for both a better understanding and experi- 
mental approaches to studying these events. 
Marilyn Cipolla, PhD 
University of Vermont 
Burlington, Vt 
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Nitric oxide protocols 
Michael Titherade; Totowa; 1998; Humana; 324 
pages; $59.50. 
Nitric oxide is now probably one of the most well- 
known molecules in biology and medicine. It has been 
